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The Johns Hopkins School of Public Health is pleased to announce that they will be holding a public 
discussion about triage care after a disaster.  Haiti, other disasters and our experience with daily 
triage in the Emergency Department raise many ethical questions and leads to many difficult choices.  
So we are going to talk about it with some leading disaster experts in the world.  You (the audience) 
get to vote on what you would do in different scenarios.   

 
Moderators- Margaret Moon, MD, MPH, Freeman Family Scholar in Clinical Medical Ethics; Assistant 
Professor, Division of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine.  Core 
Faculty, Johns Hopkins Berman Institute of Bioethics 
  
Thomas Kirsch, MD, MPH, Associate Professor, Department of Emergency Medicine; Deputy Director 
of the Office of Critical Event Preparedness and Response (CEPAR); Co-Director of the Center for 
Refugee and Disaster Response (CRDR) 
  
This year’s Robert H. Levi Leadership Symposium will focus on the difficulty in making clinical and 
public health decisions when there are not sufficient supplies, equipment, personnel, or even space 
to fully meet the needs of individuals and populations after a disaster.  The goal of the symposium is 
to generate practical ethical guidelines for clinical practice in humanitarian disaster settings  
 
The format of the public forum will be case-based with real-world disaster response scenarios being 
presented to the audience and a panel of experts in disaster response, ethics and policy.  The 
audience will be asked to participate in triage and resource allocation choices, choosing which 
patients receive care in several hypothetical cases.   The panel will then discuss the decisions and 
their practical, moral and psychological implications. 
 
This year’s Robert H. Levi Leadership Symposium is being co-sponsored by the Johns Hopkins Berman 
Institute of Bioethics and the Bloomberg School of Public Health. 
 
Panelist 
Michael Byrne  
National Incident Management Assistance Team Leader 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
  
Lieutenant Commander Mill Etienne, MD  
United States Navy 
  
Matthew Hunt, PhD  
Fellow, Department of Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, McMaster University, Centre de 
Recherche Ethique, University of Montreal 


